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occurred annually after the outburst of the monsooji. On
the subject of the removal of refuse he provided figures and
estimates showing the cost of laying down a light railway,
supporting them with a report from the Atnritsar muni-
cipality in the Punjab, which had alreacty adopted this
method of dealing with town refuse. To these primary
needs, inchiding specially a proper water-stipply, he added
the removal from the cit}r of dangerous and offensive trades,
the widening of narrow streets and roads, the building of
chals (tenement buildiugvs) for the poorer classes, the regula-
tion of milch-cattle vStables, and the erection of primary
school buildings. For the establishment of a drainage
system, waterworks, and a sewage farm, Ranchhodlal
estimated a probable capital outlay of about 15,00,000
rupees; and on the assumption that the Municipality
could obtain a loan of this amount at five per cent, repayable
in fifty years he proposed that a special tax, amounting to
about twelve annas per head, should be levied upon the
city, 'f he imposition of such a tax, he argued, would cost
the people less in the end than they would have to pay for
the provision and upkeep of properly constructed khalkwas
and lankas (reservoirs) for the storage of drinking water,
such as were then maintained in the more favoured parts of
the city. But to obviate the chance of even so small a cess
pressing hardly upon the poorer inhabitants he vSUggested
that the Municipality should in the first instance make a
general valuation of all immovable property in the city,
and regulate the incidence of the tax: on the basis of that
valuation. Moreover, while recognising fully the duty of
the citizens to provide by such means these urgently required
improvements, lie requested Government to assist their
endeavours by advancing the necessary loan at four per cent,,
by conceding to the Municipality the right to receive the
sale-proceeds of the occupancy rights of all unoccupied lands
within municipal limits, and thirdly by paying the Muni-
cipality compensation for the loss of the octroi fees on
country liquor which had resulted in 1881 from the require-